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The rewards of civilization have come to seem rather trashy in these bleak days of late 
empire; so, why even bother pretending to be civilized? This appears to be the ethos 
driving our politics and culture now. But driving us where? Why, to a spectacular sort of 
crack-up, and at warp speed, compared to the more leisurely breakdown of past 
societies that arrived at a similar inflection point where Murphy’s Law replaced the rule 
of law. 


The US Military Academy at West point decided to “upgrade” its mission statement this 
week by deleting the phrase Duty, Honor, Country that summarized its essential moral 
orientation. They replaced it with an oblique reference to “Army Values,” without 
spelling out what these values are, exactly, which could range from “embrace the suck” 
to “charlie foxtrot” to “FUBAR” — all neatly applicable to our country’s current state of 
perplexity and dread. 


Are you feeling more confident that the US military can competently defend our 
country? Probably more like the opposite, because the manipulation of language is 
being used deliberately to turn our country inside-out and upside-down. At this point 
we probably could not successfully pacify a Caribbean island if we had to, and you've 
got to wonder what might happen if we have to contend with countless hostile 
subversive cadres who have slipped across the border with the estimated nine-million 
others ushered in by the government's welcome wagon. 


Momentous events await. This Monday, the Supreme Court will entertain oral 
arguments on the case Missouri, et al. v. Joseph R. Biden, Jr., et al. The integrity of the 
First Amendment hinges on the decision. Do we have freedom of speech as set forth in 
the Constitution? Or is it conditional on how government officials feel about some set 
of circumstances? At issue specifically is the government’s conduct in coercing social 
media companies to censor opinion in order to suppress so-called “vaccine hesitancy” 
and to manipulate public debate in the 2020 election. Government lawyers have 
argued that they were merely “communicating” with Twitter, Facebook, Google, and 
others about “public health disinformation and election conspiracies.” 


You can reasonably suppose that this was our government's effort to disable the truth, 
especially as it conflicted with its own policy and activities — from supporting BLM 


riots to enabling election fraud to mandating dubious vaccines. Former employees of 
the FBI and the CIA were directly implanted in social media companies to oversee the 
carrying-out of censorship orders from their old headquarters. The former general 
counsel (top lawyer) for the FBI, James Baker, slid unnoticed into the general counsel 
seat at Twitter until Elon Musk bought the company late in 2022 and flushed him out. 
The so-called Twitter Files uncovered by indy reporters Matt Taibbi, Michael 
Shellenberger, and others, produced reams of emails from FBI officials nagging Twitter 
execs to de-platform people and bury their dissent. You can be sure these were 
threats, not mere suggestions. 


One of the plaintiffs joined to Missouri v. Biden is Dr. Martin Kulldorff, a biostatistician 
and professor at the Harvard Medical School, who opposed Covid-19 lockdowns and 
vaccine mandates. He was one of the authors of the open letter called The Great 
Barrington Declaration (October, 2020) that articulated informed medical dissent for a 
bamboozled public. He was fired from his job at Harvard just this past week for 
continuing his refusal to take the vaccine. Harvard remains among a handful of 
institutions that still require it, despite massive evidence that it is ineffective and 
hazardous. Like West Point, maybe Harvard should ditch its motto, Veritas, Latin for 
“ruth, 


A society hostile to truth can’t possibly remain civilized, because it will also be hostile 
to reality. That appears to be the disposition of the people running things in the USA 
these days. The problem, of course, is that this is not a reality-optional world, despite 
the wishes of many Americans (and other peoples of Western Civ) who wish it would 
be. 


Next up for us will be ‘Joe Biden's” attempt to complete the bankruptcy of our country 
with $7.3-trillion proposed budget, 20 percent over the previous years spending, based 
on a $5-billion tax increase. Good luck making that work. New York City alone is faced 
with paying $387 a day for food and shelter for each of an estimated 64,800 illegal 
immigrants, which amounts to $9.15-billion a year. The money doesn’t exist, of course. 
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New York can thank “Joe Biden’s” executive agencies for sticking them with this 
unbearable burden. It will be the end of New York City. There will be no money left for 


public services or cultural institutions. That's the reality and that’s the truth. 


A financial crack-up is probably the only thing short of all-out war that will get the 
public’s attention at this point. | wouldn't be at all surprised if it happened next week. 
Historians of the future, stir-frying crickets and fiddleheads over their campfires will 
marvel at America’s terminal act of gluttony: managing to eat itself alive. 
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